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From the Township Manager
Greetings Schuylkill Township,
Welcome to the third edition of the Schuylkill Township newsletter!
I am hopeful that by the time you’re reading this, winter is in our
rearview mirror and spring weather is upon us. And what a winter
it’s been! After a couple of mild winter seasons in a row, the 20202021 edition has been quite a challenging one. Our Road Crew,
snow removal contractors, and Police Department have been put
to task these past few months and have proven once again that
they’re up to the challenge. If you see them working throughout
the Township this spring, please thank them for all their hard work
and long hours to keep the Township roads in such great shape in
such difficult conditions.
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Meet Our New Supervisor.............. 3
The Indian Paths of Schuylkill
Township....................................... 4-5

As we look forward to the spring and summer months, I am hopeful that the combination
of warmer weather and increased COVID-19 vaccinations will allow us to gradually resume
some of our normal activities. I urge everyone to continue monitoring the latest updates
and recommendations from the Chester County Health Department. The Township will
continue to share relevant information on our website, Facebook page, and through our
Constant Contact email service. While there is still a great deal of uncertainty regarding
the trajectory of the virus and our ability to return to normal, we know that mask-wearing,
social distancing, and frequent hand washing will continue to be essential in combating
the spread of the virus for the foreseeable future. We all have a collective responsibility in
doing our part to slow the spread, and I thank all Township residents for your tireless efforts
and commitment to keeping our community safe.

Energy Efficiency............................. 6

Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the recent passing of Township
Supervisor Fred Parry. Fred passed away peacefully on January 30, 2021, after a long and
meaningful life of hard work and dedication to his family, community, and country. He will
be greatly missed in Schuylkill Township and by anyone who had the privilege of crossing
paths with him. Fred was a man of honor and an exemplar public servant: in addition to
serving on the Board of Supervisors from 2010 until his passing, Fred previously served
on the Phoenixville Area School District Board and was a 22-year veteran of the U.S.
Marine Corps. Fred was recently honored as the 2018 Schuylkill Township Outstanding
Citizen of the Year, a distinction he earned for being a man of service and for striving each
and every day to help whoever he could. We are forever grateful for Fred’s service to the
Township and his community. The Board of Supervisors, Township staff, and all committee
and commission volunteers extend our deepest condolences to Fred’s family and many
acquaintances as we say goodbye to our colleague and friend.
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E.J. Mentry
Township Manager

Visit our website at www.schuylkilltwp.org
Pickering Reservoir photo courtesy of Jim Morrisson
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SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP

111 VALLEY PARK ROAD PHOENIXVILLE PA 19460
PH: (610) 933-5843 FX: (610) 933-4428
www.schuykilltwp.org
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
supervisors@schuylkilltwp.org
Martha Majewski, Chair
Mark J. Donovan, Vice Chair
Robert N. Cooney - Member
Susan M. Guerette – Member
Thomas B. McAvoy IV - Member
William J. Brennan, Esq. - Solicitor

MEET OUR NEW SUPERVISOR…
Penn State, bricks and tennis. How do these three items connect?
Hello Schuylkill Township residents. My name is Tim McAvoy. My
family moved to Schuylkill Township in 1966 and I attended 3rd grade
at Schuylkill Elementary School. But my heritage dates back to the
late 1890’s when my great, great grandfather bought a farm, moved
to Schuylkill Township and started the McAvoy Brick Company, which
still manufactures brick to this day.

ADMINISTRATION
admin@schuylkilltwp.org
Hours: 8:00 am – 5:00 pm Monday - Friday
E.J. Mentry, Township Manager/Treasurer
Madeline Harbison, Township Secretary
Susan Foster, Bookkeeper

Being local (born in Phoenixville Hospital), I am a 1976 PAHS
graduate and a proud Penn State Nittany Lion alum. In high school
I played tennis under Coach/Mayor Leo Scoda and my partner, Rob
Vance, and I won the PIAA State Doubles Championship in 1974.
I continued to play tennis at Penn State where I was Captain and
played #1 singles and doubles my senior year.

ROADS DEPARTMENT
Nicholas Cinciripino, Roadmaster
Robert Falkenstein, William Prosock, Christopher Smail

After graduating, I worked with SmithKline in the healthcare business
for 18 years and then entered the financial services industry in 1999.
I continue to work in sales, in the asset management business, today.

BUILDING/ZONING
zoning@schuylkilltwp.org
HRS: Monday - Friday 9:00 am–5:00 pm
Kimberly Yocom - Zoning Officer/Building Code Official
REAL ESTATE TAX COLLECTOR
aaron.kern@kerntc.com
Tax Collector Hours: by appointment
Aaron M. Kern
1480 Waterford Lane, Phoenixville, PA 19460, www.kerntc.com

I am married to my lovely wife Nancy (35+ years) and we live in the
old farmhouse where I was raised. We have 4 children, 4 grandchildren
and two labradors. Two of our children live in Schuylkill Township and
their children plan to attend Schuylkill Elementary School when of
age....making it a full circle for me.
I still play tennis, admire brick buildings/patios and am a Nittany
Lion fan....and I look forward to giving back to our beautiful Township.

PUBLIC SAFETY
SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
police@schuylkillpd.org
administration hours: 7:30 am – 4:30 pm Monday - Friday
111 Valley Park Road, Phoenixville PA 19460
Ph: (610) 933-5820, Fx: (610) 917-0346
James R. Fetterman, Chief of Police
William L. Fitzsimmons, Lieutenant
Patricia Tuscai, Police Administrator
Joanna Engle, Police Secretary
AFTER HOURS
Non-Emergency Calls: (610) 935-2440
EMERGENCY CALL 9-1-1
VALLEY FORGE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
station68@valleyforgefireco.com
630 Valley Park Rd, PO Box 62, Valley Forge, PA 19481-0062
Ph: (610) 933-3388, Fx: (610) 935-1550
Rafael Henin, Fire Chief / Fire Marshal

TOWNSHIP MEETINGS

Board of Supervisors
Business Meeting......................1st Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Work Session................3rd Thursday (as needed) 7:00 p.m.
Environmental Advisory Council.......4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Historical Commission......................3rd Monday 7:00 p.m.
Open Space Commission................ Last Monday 7:30 p.m.
Planning Commission................. 3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Zoning Hearing Board..........2nd Monday (as needed) 7:00 p.m.
Phoenixville Regional
Planning Committee............... Last Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

Supervisor Tim McAvoy
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THE INDIAN PATHS OF SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP
By Dorothy Bedford, Schuylkill Township Historical Commission
Pennsylvania’s Indian paths were channels of both trade and cultural
diffusion for many centuries. Nowadays no vestige of Indian presence remains
in Schuylkill Township. Although we don’t know the nature of the local Lenape
activity (permanent settlement? seasonal?), their archeological presence is
indisputable. In 2018, one waterway was named “Lenape Run” in their honor,
kindly approved by the Delaware Nation. Contrast that with many references
to the iron and steel trade (i.e., Nutt’s Road) or Valley Forge. But in fact, our
area was an important crossroads in Lenapehoking (”Land of the Lenape”)
well before European settlement.
This month, we’ll explore the two main Indian paths which traversed
our township: the extension of the Lehigh-Perkiomen Path known as the
Okehocking Path, and the French Creek Path, with a deep appreciation for
the work of historian Paul A. W. Wallace in the 1950’s and ‘60’s.
Ancient Indian paths were the blueprint for many roads supposedly laid out
by colonial settlers, which is generally how we know about them. In the 17th
and 18th centuries the paths and subsequent roads supported trade, westward
expansion and warfare. Sadly, Lenape (Delaware) clans left no monuments in
stone like Incan road markers The Pennsylvania paths were not impressive,
perhaps 18 inches wide, or a few feet at most. The routes were relatively direct
amongst villages, other sites of seasonal harvest importance (such as the
spring-time run of American Shad on the Schuylkill, or a masting nut crop), or
important geographic features (river gaps) or scarce and valuable resources
of special value (like shells or certain kinds of rock).
The guiding principle of Indian trail routes was dry, level ground trekked
easily in moccasins. In eastern Pennsylvania, the mostly shallow, rocky and
swift waterways were typically not used for travel, even for small craft. The
extensive natural lake system of New York State, for instance, stands in
marked contrast.

Indian Paths
Source: This Week in Pennsylvania History,
http://twipa.blogspot.com/2011/05/j-is-for.html
Copyright ©2010 The State Museum of
Pennsylvania/Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission.
Description of chalcedony from Minerals.net.

The best time to travel was mid-to-late spring, after mud season but before mosquitos hatched; or late summer/fall, before
snow arrived. Of course, fording a river could be very dangerous during rainy spells at any time of year [and timber downed
by severe windstorms might cause significant detours. These climatic events ring familiar to Schuylkill residents, after the
storms we’ve witnessed over the last few years!
The routes were crafted so well that there was little need to change them for the sake of heavier wagons, at least until the
motor car was invented. The paths often followed river terraces above flood level, or well-drained ridges (but not mountain
spines). Even a modest bit of elevation was sufficient to keep the path dry.
The Lehigh-Perkiomen Path and the Okehocking Path
This path originated amongst jasper quarries of the Lehigh Valley (geologists call them the Hardyston Quarries). We don’t
know their Indian name, but the Lenape root word for rock or stone is “ahsën”, pronounced achsun, and “quarry” might
translate as “place where we dig stone.” You can still visit Jasper Park in Vera Cruz, PA. Micro-crystalline quartz, known
as chalcedony, has many forms. Agate is a transparent version. Jasper is an opaque form, highly valued for many reasons
in ancient times, even mentioned in the Bible. Its fine, glass-like structure permitted highly controlled (predictable) flaking
techniques. It is available in relatively large blocks, suitable for larger implements. The Lehigh quarries could produce large
quantities, suitable for trade (one pit was 24‘ deep and 50’ wide). The final product? Axe heads, arrow tips, spear points and
jewelry. Lehigh jasper has been analyzed to be arguably the best-quality lithic material in the Middle Atlantic region. Most
quarries were abandoned as European settlement expanded, bringing metal products such as copper, iron and steel.
Paths such as the Lehigh-Perkiomen/ Okehocking explain the presence of Lehigh jasper from Maine throughout the MidAtlantic seaboard. The trade route southward came to Perkiomen, a stretch of the Schuylkill with many reliable fords. From
the bottom of Pawling Road (Pawling’s Ford) the Okehocking Path pushed up Valley Forge Mountain, generally ascending
Pawlings and Ferry Roads to Country Club Road. Crossing the ridge at Diamond Rock gap gave access to a graded
descent towards Valley Creek, not the steep escarpment prominent along most of the south face. Following North Valley
Road towards Paoli on a shoulder of higher ground, the road must dip at a narrow gap to cross the creek. The speedier
water flow here might explain why Thomas Jarman placed his Great Valley Mill on this creek in 1701, with the added
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attraction of proximity to the Indian path. (Jarman’s 1710 application for a “mill road” to Howellville omitted mention of such
a path, but it would not have been suitable for wagons of flour in any event.) In 1715 his apprentice James Anderson eloped
with the miller’s daughter over the Mountain, and became the first settler of Schuylkill Township.
Carrying up the next (Paoli) ridge, eventually the path ended at the area of Willistown known today as Okehocking
Preserve, William Penn’s first Indian reservation.
The French Creek Path
In 1939 one historian described an Indian path running from Conestoga, on the Susquehanna, to the mouth of French
Creek. He suggested it followed the west side of Conestoga Creek “to a point near Eden, then across the creek in an
easterly direction, following the present course of New Holland Pike, Morgantown (now Ridge) Road and so on to the
Schuylkill.” This route became one of the earliest roads laid out by the provincial courts, after Lancaster County was created
out of the western end of Chester County (1729).” The French Creek Path linked the tidal stretch of the Susquehanna and
the middle Schuylkill fords.
As Dutch and Swedish traders became established along the lower Schuylkill, shorter routes from the west were developed,
such as the Great Minquas Path. Nevertheless, the fords remained an important crossing point until the turn of the 19th
century. The spawning shad, easily caught in the ford area, provided critical nourishment in the perennially “hungry days”
of early spring for Indians and settlers alike. (The shadbush gained its common name from its March blossoms). Nowadays
the Schuylkill’s shad run is interrupted by multiple dams, but Fairmount dam installed a fish ladder in 2009, and shad can
be caught in that stretch of water.
Today we can admire the vistas on either side of Route 23 at many spots while traversing northern Chester County, following
the high ground favored by the
Indian path so long ago. Mr.
Samuel Nutt may have become
celebrated for his road to the
iron works, established in 1720,
but it is also very likely that he
was merely improving the work
of first inhabitants.
This
article
is
largely
adapted from Indian Paths
of Pennsylvania by Paul
A.W. Wallace. Published by
the PA Historical & Museum
Commission (1965, reprinted
2005, 2018), with additions of
newer findings. Mr. Wallace’s
research was based on
records dating from Colonial
times; major paths that had
fallen into dis-use before
European contact are lost to
history. He also quotes from
Martin Brackbill’s paper “Peter
Bezaillon’s Road” (Lancaster
County
Historical
Society,
Papers, XLIII (1939), p. 42.
Also, gratitude to Paul Kusko,
Lenape authority, for his
contributions and edits.

Indian Paths
Source: Indian Paths of Pennsylvania by Paul A.W. Wallace. Published by the PA Historical & Museum
Commission (1965, reprinted 2005, 2018).
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Energy Efficiency: 5 Simple Changes to Save Money
by Amanda Gensemer, Schuylkill Township Environmental Advisory Council
Does saving hundreds of dollars each year on energy with minimal upfront cost and effort sound
good? Here are 5 simple DIY projects for your home that can save money and energy.

1. L IGHTING: The cheapest and easiest way to start saving money on energy is by changing
all of the light bulbs in your home to LEDs. LEDs cost 5 times less to run and last about 20
times longer than incandescent light bulbs.
- Have you already changed to LEDs? Remember to turn lights off when you leave a
room, consider motion sensors for bathrooms and basements and timers or solar lights
for outdoors.

2. H ABITS/BEHAVIORS: Large appliances, such as furnaces, air conditioners and hot

water heaters are the biggest source of energy use. Simply changing a few day-to-day
behaviors such as using cold water for laundry, turning down the heat in the winter and
using your air conditioner less in the summer could save hundreds of dollars a year.
- There are even options if you don’t want to think about changing daily habits! Programmable or smart thermostats
can be set to turn the thermostat up/down when you leave the house or go to bed at night.

3. P HANTOM LOAD: 75% of energy used to power computers, phones, and other electronics is phantom load, or

electricity used by electronics when they’re off or in standby mode. Inexpensive smart power strips can be turned off
at a set time, during inactivity, with a remote switch or based on the “master” device. Smart power strips or plugs for
electronics can save up to $200/year.

4. W
 EATHERIZATION & INSULATION:

Sealing air leaks and proper insulation is crucial for savings on heating
and cooling. Do an analysis of your home by checking the doors, windows, and the attic entry for air leaks. Many
times these problems can be solved with weather stripping or a draft stopper. Ensure there is proper insulation in your
attic, basement and crawl spaces as these are common problem areas. If you are not comfortable checking these
areas yourself, generally contractors will provide free estimates/home evaluations to check your home for proper
insulation. PECO even offers a low cost Energy Assessment either in-home or virtually.

5. P LANT TREES! Trees provide shade to save on cooling expenses and consume a lot of water, leaving the ground

less saturated. This means less water entering your basement, and dehumidifiers and sump pumps, which are big
energy consumers, won’t have to run as often.
These five changes can help to save hundreds of dollars a year, but there are many other do-it-yourself energy saving
projects that you can consider.
For more detailed information on possible home energy improvements visit the US Department of Energy: Energy Saver
website. https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/energy-saver
To schedule a PECO Energy Assessment visit the PECO website. https://www.peco.com/WaysToSave/ForYourHome/
Pages/Assessment.aspx

Volunteers
make it
Happen
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FROM THE HOUSE…
State Representative Melissa L. Shusterman proudly serves
portions of Chester and Montgomery counties in the Pennsylvania
State Legislature.
Shusterman currently sits on the Judiciary, Children & Youth,
Commerce, and Aging & Older adult services Committees of the
House of Representatives in Harrisburg. Further appointments include
her positions as Deputy Whip, Southeast Delegation Vice Chair, and board member of
PennSERVE. Shusterman also co-chairs both the Autism & Intellectual Disabilities and
Animal Protections Caucuses.
As Pennsylvania continues its battle COVID-19, Shusterman identifies her top two
priorities as preserving the health and wellbeing of commonwealth residents and providing
small business owners with relief and growth opportunities. Shusterman added that she will also support legislation and
advocate for strengthening women’s health measures, increasing government transparency, protecting Pennsylvania’s
environment and integrating more forms of renewable energy into Pennsylvania’s energy portfolio.
Her District Office, located at 42 E. Lancaster Avenue Suite A in Paoli, is available to offer virtual services to residents
during COVID-19. These include tax forms, PennDot requests such as handicap placards or birth certificates, unemployment
assistance, or issues related to any other state department. Her staff may be reached at (484)200-8260 or www.pahouse.
com/shusterman/contact.
www.facebook.com/RepShusterman/
www.pahouse.com/Shusterman/
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ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is now.”
Chinese proverb
Most of us cannot remember a year when so many trees have
fallen in our neighborhood because of severe weather incidents.
It can be frightening, especially when a large branch lands on our
home or vehicle. It makes us just want to get rid of all those trees.
Makes sense, sounds good, right?
Trees have so many hidden benefits. Trees help to regulate the
temperature around your home. In summer deciduous trees can
shade your southern and western exposures. Transpiration can
cool the air around your yard. In winter, evergreen trees can form
a wind break from northern winds. Trees regulate rain fall and can
reduce the potential negative impacts of surface water runoff. Their
leaf canopies provide surface area where rain water lands and
evaporates, and their roots take up water and help create conditions
in the soil to promote infiltration. Trees provide food and shelter for
wildlife. Trees increase the value of your property.
If you are leery about planting taller trees such as Tulip Poplars
and Oaks, consider planting small to medium sized native trees
to replace some of the taller trees that you have lost. Eastern
Redbud Cercis canadensis, Serviceberry Amelanchier canadensis,
Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis, Wild Plum Prunus
americana, American Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana, Eastern Red
Cedar Juniperus virginiana, River Birch Betula nigra, Black Tupelo
Nyssa sylvatica are just a few of the many possibilities (more native
plant and tree information may be found on the Township website
under the Environment tab). Native trees usually do not need
fertilizer and after the first year do not need extra water. Be sure to
choose the correct tree and location by evaluating conditions such
as sunny or shady, moist or dry, soil type, and orientation to home.
Plant a tree even if you have not lost a tree.
Mary Ellen Heisey
Environmental Advisory Council

Eastern Redbud
Eastern Red Cedar Characteristics
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2021 SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP BUDGET SUMMARY
AS ADOPTED BY THE SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DECEMBER 2, 2020
REVENUE GENERAL FUND
2021 BUDGET

EXPENSES GENERAL FUND
CARRYOVER

$

TAXES

$ 4,913,000

FRANCHISE FEES

$

$230,401

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE $

290,021

SERVICES

$

281,850

INTEREST

$

15,000

OTHER

$

72,100

306,253

TOTAL $ 6,108,625

EXPENSES GENERAL FUND
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

$

502,849

ROADS DEPARTMENT

$

824,549

POLICE DEPARTMENT

$ 2,018,390

CONTRIBUTION TO FUNDS

$

321,211

TAX COLLECTION

$

45,800

ORDINANCES-NEW/AMENDED

$

43,500

PARKS/SIDEWALKS/TRAILS

$

53,700

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

$

236,500

PROFESSIONAL SVS REIMBURSED $

60,000

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX

$

179,330

PUBLIC SAFETY/PUBLIC HEALTH

$

161,546

COMMISSIONS/CONTRIBUTIONS

$

44,950

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

$

178,100

PUBLIC WORKS/CAPITAL PROJECTS $

283,600

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

$

934,600

FIRE CO OP EXP CONTRIBUTION

$

220,000

TOTAL
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EXPENSES GENERAL FUND
2021 BUDGET

WHEN IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!
Schuylkill Township residents are great recyclers but shouldn’t be tempted to be too zealous
putting items in the bin that do not belong and “trashing” the recyclables. Properly prepared and
collected recyclables are valued commodities sold on a global market. When too many nonrecyclables (trash) are mixed in with the recyclables it all becomes “trash”, is too costly to separate
and requires disposal at a landfill.
Scrap metal, pieces of wood, yard waste and children’s toys are just a few of the items that “contaminate” the recyclables.
Scrap metal may be taken to a scrap dealer, yard waste should be composted and reusable children’s toys may be donated
or thrown away if broken. Do not put them in the recycling bins.
Plastic bags present another problem. Recyclables should never be put in plastic bags. Plastic bags are not recyclable in
curbside programs. They jam the source separating equipment at recycling facilities. Plastic shopping bags can be returned
to your local grocery store and plastic trash bags should be used for trash only not recyclables.
Most curbside recycling haulers in the Township collect mixed paper, flattened corrugated cardboard cut down to 18” x
24”, glass bottles and jars, steel and aluminum cans, plastic bottles with #1 and #2 in a recycling symbol. Some programs
also collect clean aluminum foil and pie tins, empty steel aerosol cans, and plastics with the numbers 3-7 within the recycling
symbol except Styrofoam. Everything else should be thrown away and that’s okay. Remember only plastic containers and
bottles with recycling symbols can be recycled. If there is no recycling symbol, throw it out. If in doubt, throw it out!
Still unsure or want to know more? Contact your hauler, visit the Recycling & Waste Disposal page on our website www.
schuylkilltwp.org, or visit www.chestercountyswa.org for more information.

Reduce your wasteline.
PUT HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
WHERE IT BELONGS

KNOW WHEN (AND WHAT) TO BURN
Whether you know it or not, the
smoke from your outdoor fire is
spreading.
Wood smoke contains air toxics
and can contributes to the levels of
fine particulate pollution in Schuylkill
Township. It can aggravate symptoms
of asthma and other health concerns.
Because they impact our health, outdoor fires are regulated by
ordinance in Schuylkill Township under Chapter 122. Open
Burning (www.ecode360.com/13601551). This applies to burning
of any kind, even recreational fires in a fireplace or fire pit. Burning
of trash, construction materials, and yard waste is prohibited.
There are two primary pollutants of concern for residents:
ozone, which is typically an issue during the warmer months,
and fine particulate pollution, which is typically a concern during
the wintertime, but can also be elevated year-round by fires and
weather conditions.
From April to October, warmer temperatures and longer days
can cause ozone to build up to unhealthy levels. From November
through February, fine particle pollution can build up to unhealthy
levels. This usually takes place on cold, calm days when wood
smoke from people’s fireplaces and wood stoves gets trapped close
to the ground. Before lighting that fire, check the pollutant levels for
our area by visiting the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection’s Air Quality Index page at www. dep.gov .
Schuylkill Township encourages everyone to utilize best burning
practices to minimize smoke production from fires, but also asks
you to remember that while you can decrease the impact an
outdoor fire has on your health and the health of your neighbors,
the safest fire for everyone is no fire at all.
Adapted from “Open Burning in Alleghany County” and
“SparetheAir.org”.
C H E S T E R C O U N T Y , P E N N S Y LV A N I A
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Together We Can. Together We Will. Together We are Phoenixville

PASD | 386 CITY LINE AVENUE | PHOENIXVILLE, PA 19460 | 484-927-5000 | WWW.PASD.COM
Dr. Alan D. Fegley, Superintendent | Dr. Le Roy G. Whitehead, Assistant Superintendent

ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE!
All of our schools have a School Wide Positive
Behavior System in place—rewarding our
students for making good choices, being role
models, and displaying positive attitudes and
actions. The Phoenixville Area Middle School
is proud to reward students who displayed all
of those qualities—whether they are attending
school in-person or online. Special thanks to
our wonderful teachers who paid a surprise
visit at home to hand-deliver the awards to our
online students!

JUST KEEP SWIMMING…
Erini Pappas has been making a big splash all of her four years at Phoenixville
Area High School. As a senior, Pappas is continuing her dominance in the pool,
racking up points for Phoenixville in multiple events, both individual and relay.
“Erini has had an incredible high school career and is the team record holder
in 100 back and 100 fly,” said Phoenixville coach Dan Weinstein. “She has
qualified for state competition every year in three different individual events 200 IM, 100 fly, and 100 back - and has earned a medal each year at states.”
A major force since her freshman year at Phoenixville, Pappas has captured nine gold medals in three years of PAC
Championship meet competition in the 200 IM, 100 fly, 100 back and medley relay. At the time of this writing, the swim
season is still in full swing. Pappas, has committed to swim for Division I Fairfield University next year. But, in the meantime,
we are all cheering on her final year here in Phoenixville.

CUBS ARE WE!!
The Early Learning Center Bear CUB made a special
visit to our kindergarten classrooms to let students know
how proud he is of them! Every student at the Early
Learning Center learns and follows the CUBS Rules—
C Care for all property
U Use whole body listening
B Be responsible
S Show respect for all
Our littlest Phantoms are learning and growing every
day, and even behind the masks, you could see BIG
smiles!
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It’s that time of year again!

Kindergarten Registration is in full-swing for the
2021-2022 school year! ALL of the registration
process can be completed online, but we are here
to help if you need it. Visit our website: https://paelc.
pasd.com and visit our Kindergarten Info pages for
everything you need to know about kindergarten!
We cannot wait to welcome the Phoenixville
Class of 2034!!

IT’S ALL SCIENCE
The PAHS Science Club strives to bring students together who enjoy science, inquiry, and
exploring different ways of thinking. In a more typical year, members of the club will attend
in-person Science Olympiads, but this year is anything but typical! Science Olympiad is an
international nonprofit organization devoted to improving the quality of science education,
increasing student interest in science, and providing recognition for outstanding achievement
in science education. These goals are accomplished through research, training workshops,
and encouragement of intramural, district, regional, state, and national tournaments. Science
Olympiad tournaments are rigorous academic interscholastic competitions that consist of a
series of individual and team events, which students prepare for during the year.
PAHS students participated in a virtual competition at the Philadelphia High School for Girls
Invitational Science Olympiad Event.
Our students did exceptionally well! Colin Murphy (Class of ‘21) earned a bronze medal in
the area of Machines & Physics (3rd place overall in the 25-team field). Madison O’Neill (Class
of ‘21) won the gold medal (1st place overall) in the area of Anatomy & Physiology! Madison’s
gold medal is the first for Phoenixville in all the years Phoenixville has competed in these events.
Congratulations to Colin, Madison & all of our students who participated!

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom…
A year ago, many of us probably had never heard of zoom. But, now, we’ve all become zoom experts! And, that includes our
teachers and students. Finding fun ways to expand the educational opportunities for all students has been challenging at times,
but a true growth experience for all of us! This happy photo features some of our Schuylkill students on Pajamas and Pets Day!

C H E S T E R C O U N T Y , P E N N S Y LV A N I A
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‘TIS THE SEASON…FOR LANTERNFLY CONTROL From PSU Extension
Spring has almost sprung and we know what
that means It’s time to gear up for the annual
battle with our uninvited, destructive little
pest – the Spotted Lanternfly. Its voracious
appetite strikes a double blow; not only does
it stress host plants, but can make outdoor
spaces unusable by leaving behind a sugary
excrement called honeydew, which attracts
other pests and encourages the growth of
sooty mold. The only consolation is that the
insects do not bite or sting, nor do they cause
structural damage. Here are a few tips from
Penn State on what to do when to reduce the
spotted lanternfly population
DESTROY EGG MASSES — FALL, WINTER
AND SPRING
Check your property for egg masses on
trees, cement blocks, rocks and any other hard surface.
Scrape them off using a plastic card or putty knife, and
put them into a bag or container with rubbing alcohol. Or
you also can smash or burn egg masses that have been
removed from trees.
TREE BANDING — SPRING AND SUMMER
When the nymphs first hatch, they will walk up the trunks
of trees to feed on the softer, new growth of the plant. Take
advantage of this by wrapping sticky tape (fly paper) around
tree trunks and trapping the nymphs. These traps should
be caged in wire to prevent birds and small mammals from
becoming stuck to the tape. Sticky tape can be purchased
from hardware stores or garden centers.
REMOVAL OF TREE-OF-HEAVEN — SPRING AND SUMMER
The spotted lanterfly’s favorite snack is Ailanthus, or treeof-heaven, an invasive plant that has become quite common
in the area. This is why spotted lanternfly officials are
encouraging property owners to remove this tree. The best
way to do this is to apply an herbicide to the tree using the
hack-and-squirt method, a critical step to prevent regrowth,
and cutting it down from July to September. Even when
treated, multiple applications may be necessary over time
to kill the tree.
USE OF INSECTICIDES — SPRING, SUMMER AND FALL
When dealing with large populations of the insect,
homeowners may have little recourse other than using
chemical control. When applied properly, insecticides can be
an effective and safe way to reduce lanternfly populations.
Penn State extension currently is researching which
insecticides are best for controlling the pest; preliminary
results show that those with the active ingredients
dinotefuran, imidacloprid, carbaryl, bifenthrin and natural
pyrethrins are among the most effective.
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STOP THE SPREAD
Always, always, always check your vehicle carefully —
undercarriages, windshield wipers, wheel wells, luggage
racks and such — for spotted lanternflies and egg masses
before traveling in and out of the quarantined counties.
Remove and destroy any you find.

C H E S T E R C O U N T Y , P E N N S Y LV A N I A
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WHY WORK
WITH US?
• Be Your Own Boss
• Enjoy Outside Sales
Independence
• Proven Products
• Flexible Schedule
• Generous Commissions

NOW
HIRING!!!
Rewarding Work That
Fits Your Life!
Call for Information 215-257-1500 x106

Email your resume to gregory.cbn@gmail.com

