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SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP WELCOMES NEW
CHIEF OF POLICE FOR 2022
On December 31, 2021, Schuylkill Township Police Department Chief of
Police James R. Fetterman officially retired after more than 40 years in law
enforcement. Chief Fetterman started his career with the department in 1981
when the department only had a few officers. Soon after, he obtained the
rank of Sergeant, at which time he investigated all major cases handled by the
department. In 1996, Chief Fetterman was appointed to the position of Chief
of Police after former Chief Thomas Marchegiano retired. Chief Fetterman
guided the department through the changes the Phoenixville area has seen,
growing the department from two or three officers to a full time 24/7 agency
including a lieutenant, corporal, eight full time officers, two part time officers
and two administrative assistants.
Chief Fetterman, despite holding the highest rank in the department, never
forgot his roots as a patrol officer. The Chief never hesitated to grab a broom
to clean up after an accident, assist with evidence collection at major crime scenes or direct traffic in any
situation that required it.
Prior to Chief Fetterman’s official departure, the Township conducted a thorough search for his
replacement. Several highly experienced law enforcement officers from different municipalities applied for
the position and interviewed extensively with both a panel of police chiefs and the supervisors themselves.
At the end of that arduous process, the Township announced that the department would begin 2022 under
the direction of a new Chief of Police. A chief with a proven track record for moving departments forward
and improving upon principles already set in place.
Chief of Police John Frye was officially sworn in on December 13th, in front of a
crowd of fellow law enforcement officers and other members of the department and
the public.
Chief Frye comes to the department after serving 26 years with the Cheltenham
Township Police Department in Montgomery County. Joining the CTPD in
November of 1995, Chief Frye served in many capacities including patrol officer,
corporal, sergeant, detective lieutenant, deputy chief and finally, Chief of Police.
Chief Frye was also the commander for the Montgomery County SWAT Team Eastern region and has an extensive list of accolades to his name. These accolades
include graduating from the prestigious Northwestern School of Staff and Command as well as the FBI
National Academy. Chief Frye also holds a master’s degree in Police Executive Administration from St.
Joseph’s University.
As 2021 came to a close, Chief Frye worked alongside Chief Fetterman to learn more about the
department and the township to ensure a smooth transition from one Chief to another. Chief Frye spent
time with each officer individually to learn more about them, their families, their goals, and areas in which
we can improve to make our department more effective. The Department welcomes Chief Frye to their
ranks and is looking forward to serving with him to continue improving the quality of life for our residents.
From all the officers, friends, and associates of the Schuylkill Township Police Department, we wish
Chief Fetterman a happy and healthy retirement. “Enjoy your days off, Chief, and thank you for all your
years of service!”

Visit our website at www.schuylkilltwp.org
Pickering Reservoir photo courtesy of Jim Morrisson
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SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP

111 VALLEY PARK ROAD PHOENIXVILLE PA 19460
PH: (610) 933-5843 FX: (610) 933-4428
www.schuykilltwp.org
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
supervisors@schuylkilltwp.org
Martha M. Majewski, Chair
Mark, J Donovan, Vice Chair
Robert N. Cooney – Member
Susan M. Guerette – Member
Danielle Jouenne – Member
William J. Brennan, Esq. – Solicitor
ADMINISTRATION
admin@schuylkilltwp.org
Hours: 8:00 am – 5:00 pm Monday – Friday
Laurie Getz, Acting Township Manager
Susan Foster, Accounting Administrator
ROADS DEPARTMENT
Nicholas Cinciripino, Roadmaster
Robert Falkenstein, William Prosock, Christopher Smail
BUILDING/ZONING
zoning@schuylkilltwp.org
Kimberly Yocom – Zoning Officer/Building Code Official
REAL ESTATE TAX COLLECTOR
aaron.kern@kerntc.com
Tax Collector Hours: by appointment
Aaron M. Kern
1480 Waterford Lane, Phoenixville, PA 19460, www.kerntc.com

PUBLIC SAFETY
SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
police@schuylkillpd.org
Administration Hours: 7:30 am – 4:30 pm Monday – Friday
111 Valley Park Road, Phoenixville PA 19460
Ph: (610)933-5820, Fx: (610) 917-0346
John T. Frye, Chief of Police
William L. Fitzsimmons, Lieutenant
Patricia Tuscai, Police Administrator
Joanna Engle, Police Secretary
AFTER HOURS
Non-Emergency Calls: (610) 935-2440
EMERGENCY CALL 9-1-1

SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP
WELCOMES A NEW MEMBER
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
On January 3, 2022, Danielle Jouenne was
sworn in as Schuylkill Township Supervisor.
Danielle replaces Tim McAvoy, who had been
appointed to fill the term of long-time supervisor
Fred Parry, who passed away in January 2021.
Raised in New Jersey, Danielle moved to
Pennsylvania in 2004 (initially Phoenixville
Borough and later Delaware County). During
that time, Danielle completed a J.D. at Drexel
University and began private practice at a
center-city law firm as an environmental and
energy attorney. In 2015, Danielle and her family moved back to the area and
settled in Schuylkill Township when Danielle began a position as an in-house
energy regulatory counsel at UGI Corporation in King of Prussia. Since mid-2021,
Danielle has been serving as Senior Counsel with Essential Utilities in Bryn Mawr
supporting their water and wastewater operations. With a background in energy
and environmental law, Danielle is passionate about environmental issues and land
preservation and is slightly obsessed with composting, gardening, and household
waste reduction.
Danielle currently serves on the Board of Directors for Ann’s Heart, a nonprofit
organization in Phoenixville whose mission is to provide a place of welcome and
human services to all Phoenixville area people. Ann’s Heart runs both the Code
Blue Overnight Emergency Warming Center and the Home for Education, Arts,
Resources, & Technology (“HEART”) in Phoenixville borough. You may have seen
Danielle dressed as “Lady Liberty” pushing her Phoenixville Freedom team along in
the Phoenixville Bed Races last November to raise funds for local homeless shelters.
Danielle is also a congregant of Saint Peters Episcopal Church in Phoenixville and is
involved in various legal and environmental professional organizations.
With two boys in the Phoenixville public schools and living in a community
rich in extracurricular activities, you might find Danielle at a soccer game with
the Phoenixville Area Soccer Club, mountain biking practices with Phoenixville
Inferno, or listening to the middle school jazz ensemble. Danielle is honored by the
opportunity to be able to serve the residents of Schuylkill Township, where her and
her family have made a home these past seven years.

VALLEY FORGE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
station68@valleyforgefireco.com
630 Valley Park Rd, PO Box 62, Valley Forge, PA 19481-0062
Ph: (610) 933-3388, Fx: (610) 935-1550
Rafael Henin, Fire Chief / Fire Marshal

TOWNSHIP MEETINGS

Board of Supervisors
Business Meeting......................1st Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Work Session................3rd Thursday (as needed) 7:00 p.m.
Environmental Advisory Council.......4th Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Historical Commission......................3rd Monday 7:00 p.m.
Open Space Commission................ Last Monday 7:30 p.m.
Planning Commission................. 3rd Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Zoning Hearing Board..........2nd Monday (as needed) 7:00 p.m.
Phoenixville Regional
Planning Committee.................. Last Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

C H E S T E R C O U N T Y, P E N N S Y L VA N I A
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DRAINS FOR RAIN
When the thunder booms and the rain pours, it’s a good time to note that storm
drains do not lead to wastewater treatment plants the way sewer systems do. Storm
drains are installed to quickly move stormwater runoff from the roads to prevent
flooding. The rain washes down streets and parking lots, driveways and sidewalks,
roofs, and yards; carrying water and everything it picks up into storm drains, which
lead to watersheds, streams, rivers, lakes, and oceans.
This means that the pollutants that also go down these drains foul our waterways
– contaminants such as trash, detergents from washing your car, motor oil or paint
dumped in the drain, fertilizer and pesticides running off your lawn, pet waste in the gutter, lawn debris,
and anything else the water can carry.
There are steps everyone can take to slow down and reduce the pollutants carried by storm water. The
most basic is to never, ever dump anything you wouldn’t swim in down a storm drain. Other ways to
help include picking up pet wastes, properly disposing of household chemicals such as paints and cleaning
supplies, sweeping driveways and sidewalks instead of hosing them, and washing cars at car wash facilities
or on lawns rather than in driveways.
And the next time it rains, remember where the stormwater drains…

GET YOUR FREE AT HOME
COVID TESTS
Every home in the U.S. is eligible to receive 2 sets of 4 FREE at-home
COVID-19 tests! The tests ship within 7-10 days. Visit www.covidtest.gov to
get your tests today!

SAYING GOODBYE TO
WINTER AND HELLO TO
SPRING: STREET SWEEPING
When you see the street sweeper, it’s our official way of
saying goodbye to salty old winter and welcome to Spring!
This is done annually and is weather dependent. Street
Sweeping throughout the Township will be scheduled for
the beginning of April.
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TO PERMIT OR NOT PERMIT….THAT’S THE QUESTION
Kimberly Yocom, Zoning Officer/Building Code Official
It’s almost Spring! Time to get outside and start cleaning up winter’s leftovers and spruce up the yard! Along with warmer weather
comes building season. Building and Zoning permits are in place to protect not only our residents, but contractors as well.
Thinking of planting a garden, a few trees, flowers, or shrubs? No permit necessary. Need a shed to put all your new garden tools in?
Zoning permit required. How about a new patio to sit on and enjoy the fresh air? Zoning permit please. A deck to entertain family and
friends on? Building permit required. A pool to cool off in on those hot summer days? Building permit required. Need a fence to keep
things in (or out)? Zoning permit required. New swing set for the kids? No permit necessary.
For more information on what does/does not require a permit, please visit our website, or contact Kim Yocom at the township office,
zoning@schuylkilltwp.org

REMOVING TREES ON YOUR PROPERTY? GET A PERMIT!
We know what you’re thinking. Why do I need a permit to cut down
trees on my property?
Studies have found that a typical medium-sized tree can capture as
much as 2,380 gallons of rainfall per year. Their leaves and branches
capture and store rainfall and then slowly release water back into the
atmosphere through evaporation. Roots not only provide an anchor to
stop soil erosion but also increase the amount of rainwater absorbed by
the soil. Trees located close to impervious areas like parking lots and
sidewalks reduce stormwater runoff.
In an effort towards controlling stormwater issues in the township,
a Tree Ordinance was enacted in December of 2020. The removal of
any tree requires a permit first be obtained from the Township office.
The permit fee (if applicable) is nominal, and replacement trees may be
required to be planted if the tree removed is deemed a specimen tree.
Stormwater isn’t the only area that trees provide us benefits, of course! Trees also improve air quality, regulate temperature, reduce
CO2, and can add to the value of your commercial or residential property. So before you swing that axe or fire up that chainsaw, apply
for a permit!
The ordinance in its entirety (Section 370-225) can be found in our Township Code online at, www.schuylkilltwp.org. Contact the
township with questions.
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VALLEY FORGE
VOLUNTEER
FIRE COMPANY
Upcoming Event:
• Easter Egg Hunt – April 9
The Easter Egg Hunt will take place on April 9. Registration will
begin at 9:30 AM and the hunt will begin at 10:00 AM. This event
is free funded by a raffle and other auxiliary activities. Please make
sure to bring your own basket. After the hunt come by to get your
picture taken with the Easter Bunny. There will also be a bake sale
taking place for the public to get some extra Easter goodies.
Valley Forge Volunteer Fire Company
630 Valley Park Road, Phoenixville, PA 19460
(610) 933-3388
www.valleyforgefireco.com
www.facebook.com/valleyforgefireco

CHESTER COUNTY NEWS
The county has announced that starting July 16th 9-8-8 will
become the emergency number to call for any mental health
emergencies. This is a nation-wide emergency number, similar to
9-1-1. 9-8-8 will connect individuals to a team of specialists, law
enforcement, and healthcare professionals. This will replace the
current National Suicide Prevention Hotline.
Until then the National Suicide Prevention Hotline should be
used for all Mental Health Emergencies: (800) 273-8255

SAVE THE DATE

1ST ANNUAL BREW WITH THE BLUE

Join us for a ribbon cutting
event to celebrate the completion
of the beautiful Valley Park
Municipal Park!

The Schuylkill Township Police Association is hosting its first Brew
with the Blue event. Come out and met the new Chief of Police and
share a cup of coffee with several of Schuylkill Township’s officers!

When: Saturday, June 4th at 1:00PM
Where: Valley Park Municipal Park, 368 Valley Park Road

When: Thursday, May 5th 8:00AM – 10:00AM
Where: My Favorite Muffin, 1130 Valley Forge Road, Unit 4, 		
Phoenixville, PA 19460

C H E S T E R C O U N T Y, P E N N S Y L VA N I A
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PLAYGROUND SAFETY
A quick checklist for parents
Place this list in a prominent area of your home for quick reference. Then, before your children
head out the door for the playground, check that:

• Supervision is present, but strings and ropes aren’t.
Adult presence is needed to watch for potential hazards, observe, intercede and facilitate
play when necessary. Strings on clothing or ropes used for play can cause accidental
strangulation if caught on equipment.

• All children play on age-appropriate equipment.
Preschoolers, ages 2-5, and children ages 5-12, are developmentally different and need
different equipment located in separate areas to keep the playground safe and fun for all.

• Falls to surface are cushioned.
Nearly 70 percent of all playground injuries are related to falls to the surface. Acceptable
surfaces include hardwood fiber/mulch, pea gravel, sand and synthetic materials such
as poured-in-place, rubber mats or tiles. Playgrounds surfaces should not be concrete,
asphalt, grass, blacktop, packed dirt or rocks.

• Equipment is safe.

Check to make sure the equipment is anchored safely in the ground, all equipment pieces
are in good working order, S-hooks are entirely closed, bolts are not protruding, there are
no exposed footings, etc.

Checklist is from the National Program for Playground Safety (NPPS) at www.uni.edu/playground/
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Together We Can. Together We Will. Together We are Phoenixville

PASD | 386 CITY LINE AVENUE | PHOENIXVILLE, PA 19460 | 484-927-5000 | WWW.PASD.COM
Dr. Alan D. Fegley, Superintendent | Dr. Le Roy G. Whitehead, Assistant Superintendent

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!
In November the Phoenixville Marching
Phantoms proudly took home the 2021
Liberty Open Division Championship at
Hershey Park Stadium.
Phoenixville has been a member of
the Cavalcade of Bands competitive
circuit since its inception in 1959. Since
then, the Phantoms have taken home the
championship trophy only seven other
times: 1974, 1979, 1982, 2002, 2003, 2004
and 2009.
This year's 58-member group now enters
the history books as the 8th group to do so:
and they did so in style.
These students have demonstrated an
amazing sense of work ethic, dedication,
and commitment this fall putting together
their show: with half of them being brand
new to the activity this year!

AWARD WINNING PAHS
NEWSPAPER
The PAHS Purple Press, led by Mr. Zittel,
was recognized by the Pennsylvania School
Press Association with a “GOLD RATING”
for their newspaper for the 2020-21 school
year. The Gold rating is VERY hard to
achieve, not to mention accomplishing it
during a pandemic year… the Gold rating
is described as… “Publication consistently
exceeds journalistic standards in terms of
content, writing, design, and photography.
The publication need not be perfect,
not need to represent state-of-the-arttrends, but must exemplify high ideals of
scholastic journalism.”
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NATIONAL MERIT
COMMENDED STUDENTS
The National Merit Scholarship Program is a national academic
competition for high school students to provide financial aid to
attend college. It is administered by the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation (NMSC), and students qualify for the National Merit
program by achieving a high score on the PSAT. High scorers on the
PSAT/NMSQT are named as Commended students by the NMSC
in September of their senior year. Generally, only the top 3% of
PSAT scorers receive commended student status. This year, we have
13 students from PAHS who have received that distinction, and we
couldn’t be prouder! Congratulations to Ben Axten, Luca Butera,
Maxwell Davis, Lucy Faunce, Ananya Jajodia, Leah Kerry, Claire
Meachen, Joseph Romano, Zachary Rosenfeld, Elizabeth Snavely,
Kedaar Vyas, Abigail Walton, and Olin Zimmet.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FOR 2022-2023
Kindergarten Registration is well underway for the coming school year…if you haven’t
already, visit www.pasd.com to begin the online process.

STEM IN ACTION...SOLVING
THE CRIME
In January the 8th grade students in Mrs. Trievel's STEM class had a very special lesson as they utilized
many of the skills needed to solve crimes. This included collecting evidence, collecting and analyzing
DNA specimens, lifting fingerprints and more from a crime scene staged in the classroom. We love seeing
our teachers use creative ways to engage students in their learning.
This incredible project was made possible through the generous funding of the Phoenixville Community
Education Foundation (PCEF)

GOLFER OF THE YEAR!
PAHS Sophomore Kate Roberts made history this year as the first Phantom Girls Golfer to qualify
for the state tournament, the individual winner of the PAC Conference, the Pottstown Mercury All
Area Player of the Year and the Philadelphia Junior Tour Girls 16-18 Player of the Year.
Congratulations, Kate! We can't wait to see what the next couple of years bring!

C H E S T E R C O U N T Y, P E N N S Y L VA N I A
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OUT AND AROUND PASD
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Schuylkill 5th grade students continued the
tradition of their annual camping trip in the fall.
Teambuilding activities were a big hit!

2021 Homecoming King & Queen—Olin Zimmet
and Leah Kerry

Students who are part of the Schuylkill Elementary
K Kids Club made and distributed bag lunches at
St. Peter’s during December

The Kindergarten Teddy Bear is the best mascot
ever! We love how he reinforces the CUBS Rules—
Care for all property, Use whole body listening, Be
responsible, and Show respect for all

In January we celebrated Kindness Week across
the District. Some of our littlest Phantoms joined
in on “Team Kindness Day”

The PAHS Girls Cross Country Team had a banner
season as they won the PAC Championships for
the first time in school history.

SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP

C H E S T E R C O U N T Y, P E N N S Y L VA N I A

15

SCHUYLKILL TOWNSHIP

111 Valley Park Road
Phoenixville, PA 19460

Presort Standard
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 550
Lehigh Valley, PA

SPRING/SUMMER 2022

This Community Newsletter is produced for Schuylkill Township
by Hometown Press • 215.257.1500 • All rights reserved®
To Place An Ad Call Peggy Kucipak Albee At Hometown Press • 215-262-3617 • Peggy.cbn@gmail.com

